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Data: What Is It 

Good For?



Data: What Is It Good For?
Documenting a Disparity

34%

21% attend 
fully funded 
districts.

8%

53% attend substantially 
underfunded districts.

White

Black

More than Half of Black Students in Maryland 
Attended Substantially Underfunded Schools 
as of 2015
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More Black students 

Schools in Predominantly Black Districts Are Older, 
on Average
Square footage-weighted average age of school buildings in years by 
percent of students who are Black, 2015–2016 school year

1 Source: MDCEP analysis of DLS funding adequacy data, Department of Management 
and Budget Managing for Results data on school construction, and National Center for 
Education Statistics data on enrollment by race. 



Data: What Is It Good For?

 363,000 Marylanders went without health 
insurance in 2016.

 Black workers in southern Prince George’s 
County spend 55 more hours commuting each 
year than their white neighbors.

1 Sources: American Community Survey 2016 one-year estimates; MDCEP analysis of 
2012–2016 IPUMS American Community Survey microdata.

Documenting the Size of a Problem



Data: What Is It Good For?
Documenting Change Over Time

1 Source: MDCEP analysis of DLS funding adequacy data. 



Data: What Is It Good For?

 Providing context

 Understanding the 
contours of a problem

 Establishing credibility

1 Source: American Community Survey 2016 one-year estimates.

Maryland 6.1%

22.0%

United States 8.6%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25%

Overall

White

Black

Latinx

Source: American Community Survey 2016 one-year estimates.

Maryland Has Come Far on Insurance 
Coverage, but Too Many Are Still Unprotected
Percent without health insurance, 2016



Data Sources



Multipurpose Data Sources

 https://factfinder.census.gov/

 American Community Survey

• 3 million respondents per year

• Income, employment, and poverty

• Gender, age, education, race and ethnicity

• Housing, health insurance, commuting …

• Much more

 Population Estimates

 (Relatively) user friendly

American FactFinder

https://factfinder.census.gov/


Multipurpose Data Sources

 http://dbm.maryland.gov/budget/Pages/operbudhome.aspx

 Fiscal Digest: Current year’s enacted budget

 Budget Highlights (proposed budget)

• Narrative includes high-level budget numbers (plus lots of PR)

• Appendix C: Detailed current year enacted budget and proposed budget

• Appendix H: Detailed proposed contingent cuts (which can be restored by the 
legislature)

• Appendix L: High-level breakdown of federal funds

 Budget books

• Highly detailed breakdown of proposed budget

• Includes current enacted budget and prior-year act spending

• Detail on local aid

• Detailed federal funding sources

 Historical budget documents

Department of Budget and Management

http://dbm.maryland.gov/budget/Pages/operbudhome.aspx


Multipurpose Data Sources

 http://dls.maryland.gov/

 Budget analysis

• http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmbgtnfiscal.aspx?pid=b
nfpage&stab=01&id=sk001_tab01&tab=subject4&ys=2018RS

• Trends, context, explanatory information, 
recommendations

 Fiscal and policy notes

• Found on individual bill pages

• Explanation of current law and how a bill would 
change it

• Estimated spending and revenue impacts

• Policy impacts (sometimes)

 Publications archive

• http://dls.maryland.gov/publications/

• State spending trends, local government finances, 
tax credit evaluations …

• Much more

Department of Legislative Services

http://dls.maryland.gov/
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmbgtnfiscal.aspx?pid=bnfpage&stab=01&id=sk001_tab01&tab=subject4&ys=2018RS
http://dls.maryland.gov/publications/


Multipurpose Data Sources

 https://www.cbpp.org/topics/state-budget-
and-tax

 Annually updated reports on state budget 
trends, frequently including data tables

 High-quality analysis and policy 
recommendations

 Taxes, education, food assistance, federal 
aid …

 Much more

CBPP State Fiscal Project

https://www.cbpp.org/topics/state-budget-and-tax


Topic-Specific Data Sources
 Health

• Maryland Vital Statistics (https://health.maryland.gov/vsa/Pages/reports.aspx)

• CDC (https://www.cdc.gov/datastatistics/index.html)

• County Health Rankings (http://www.countyhealthrankings.org/explore-health-rankings/use-data)

 Education

• MSDE Selected Financial Data 
(http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/about/Pages/DBS/SFD/index.aspx)

• Maryland Report Card data downloads 
(http://reportcard.msde.maryland.gov/downloadindex.aspx?K=99AAAA)

• National Center for Education Statistics Common Core of Data

 Data downloads—for complex analyses (https://nces.ed.gov/ccd/ccddata.asp)

 Online tools—for simpler analyses (https://nces.ed.gov/ccd/elsi/)

 Best data source for student race and ethnicity

https://health.maryland.gov/vsa/Pages/reports.aspx)
https://www.cdc.gov/datastatistics/index.html)
http://www.countyhealthrankings.org/explore-health-rankings/use-data)
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/about/Pages/DBS/SFD/index.aspx)
http://reportcard.msde.maryland.gov/downloadindex.aspx?K=99AAAA)
https://nces.ed.gov/ccd/ccddata.asp)
https://nces.ed.gov/ccd/elsi/)


Using American Fact Finder



Using American Fact Finder



Using American Fact Finder



Using American Fact Finder



Using American Fact Finder



Using American Fact Finder



Using American Fact Finder



Using American Fact Finder



Using American Fact Finder



Using American Fact Finder



Using American Fact Finder



Analyzing Data



Easiest Case: Read the Table



Pretty Easy Case: Make a Chart



A Little More Work: Math



Presenting Data



Making Comparisons

Maryland 6.1%

22.0%

United States 8.6%
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Source: American Community Survey 2016 one-year 
estimates.

Maryland Has Come Far on Insurance 
Coverage, but Too Many Are Still 
Unprotected
Percent without health insurance, 2016

34%

21% attend 
fully funded 
districts.

8%

53% attend 
substantially 
underfunded 
districts.

White

Black

More than Half of Black Students in Maryland 
Attended Substantially Underfunded Schools 
as of 2015



Showing Relationships
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More Black students 

Schools in Predominantly Black Districts Are Older, 
on Average
Square footage-weighted average age of school buildings in years by 
percent of students who are Black, 2015–2016 school year



Telling a Story



The Big Number

 363,000 Marylanders went without health 
insurance in 2016.

 Black workers in southern Prince George’s 
County spend 55 more hours commuting each 
year than their white neighbors.



Everybody Loves Maps



Getting Into the Weeds

Average Neighborhood Income

Household Income

White 

Households

Black 

Households

$60,000 to $74,999 $98,000 $82,000

$100,000 to $124,999 $109,000 $94,000

Average Neighborhood Poverty Rate

Household Income

White 

Households

Black 

Households

$60,000 to $74,999 8.9% 12.6%

$100,000 to $124,999 7.5% 9.6%



Best Practices

 Cite your sources.

 Be ready to explain how you did it.

 Be precise when talking about correlations.



Getting Help

 cmeyer@mdeconomy.org



www.mdeconomy.org

@mdeconomy

410-412-9105
mdcep@mdeconomy.org


